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inhabit the different parts of the world, with surprising feats
of jugglery. Lions, bears, leopards, and wild asses, as well
as birds, which have been trained to fight each other, are
also exhibited. All this sport, the equal of which is nowhere
to be met with, is carried on in the presence of the king and
the queen.
King Manuel has built a large palace for his residence on
the sea-shore, near the palace built by his predecessors: and
to this edifice is given the name of Blachemes. The pillars
and walls are covered with pure gold, and all the wars of the
ancients, as well as his own wars, are represented in pictures.
The throne in this palace is of gold, and ornamented with
precious stones; a golden crown hangs over it, suspended on
a chain of the same material, the length of which exactly
admits the emperor to sit under it This crown is ornamented
with precious stones of inestimable value. Such is the lustre
of these diamonds that, even without any other light, they
illumine the room in which they are kept. Other objects of
curiosity are met with here which it would be impossible to
describe adequately.
The tribute which is brought to Constantinople every year
from all parts of Greece, consisting of silks, and purple cloths,
and gold, fills many towers. These riches and buildings are
equalled nowhere in the world They say that the tribute of
the city alone amounts every day to twenty thousand florins,
arising from rents of hostelries and bazaars, and from the
duties paid by merchants who arrive by sea and by land.
The Greeks who inhabit the country are extremely rich, and
possess great wealth in gold and precious stones. They dress
in garments of silk, ornamented with gold and other valuable
materials, They ride upon horses, and in their appearance
they are like princes. The country is rich> producing all sorts
of delicacies, as well as abundance of bread, meat, and wine.
They are well skilled in the Greek scienceSj and live comfort-
ably, "every man under his vine and his fig tree/1 The
Greeks hire soldiers of all nations, whom they call barbarians,
for the purpose of carrying on their wars with the sultan of.
the Thogarmim, who are called Turks, They have no martial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